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| 50th BCS- 2026 |
General English (Compulsory)

Subject Code: nn

Time : 4 hours Full Marks : 200

Read the text below and answer the questions that follow:

On top of nuclear war, in the coming decades, humankind will face a new existential threat- ecological
collapse, that was hardly registered on the political radars in 1960s. Humans are destabilizing the global
biosphere on multiple fronts. We are taking more and more resources out of the environment while pumping
back into its enormous quantities of waste and poison, thereby changing the composition of the soil, water and
atmosphere.

We are hardly even aware of the myriad ways in which we disrupt the delicate ecological balance that has
been shaped over millions of years. Consider, for instance, the use of phosphorus as a fertilizer. In small
quantities, it is an essential nutrient for the growth of plants. But in excessive amounts it becomes toxic.
Modern industrial farming is based on artificially fertilizing the fields with plenty of phosphorus, but the high-
phosphorus run-off from the farms subsequently poisons rivers, lakes and oceans, with a devastating impact
on marine life. A farmer growing corn in Iowa might thus inadvertently kill fish in the Gulf of Mexico.

As a result of such activities, habitats are degraded, animals and plants are becoming extinct, and entire
ecosystems such as the Australian Great Barrier Reef and the Amazon rainforest might be destroyed. For
thousands of years, homo sapiens behaved as an ecological serial killer; now it is morphing into an ecological
mass murderer. If we continue with our present course, it will cause not just the annihilation of a large
percentage of all life forms, but might also sap the foundations of human civilization. Most threatening of all
is the prospect of climate change. During the Holocene period, Earth’s climate has been relatively stable. Any
deviation from Holocene standards will present human societies with enormous challenges they never
encountered before. It will be like conducting an open-ended experiment on billions of human guinea pigs.
Even if human civilization eventually adapts to the new conditions, who knows how many victims might
perish in the process of adaptation.

This terrifying experiment has already been set in motion. Unlike nuclear war-which is a future potential-
climate change is a present reality. There is a scientific consensus that human activities, in particular the
emission of greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide, are causing the earth's climate to change at a frightening
rate. Nobody knows exactly how much carbon dioxide we can continue to pump into the atmosphere without
triggering an irreversible cataclysm. But our best scientific estimates indicate that unless we dramatically cut
the emission of greenhouse gases in the next twenty years, average global temperature will increase by more
than 2°C, resulting in expanding deserts, disappearing ice caps, rising oceans, and more frequent extreme
weather events such as hurricanes and typhoons. These changes in turn will disrupt agricultural production,
inundate cities, make much of the world uninhabitable, and send hundreds of millions of refugees in search of
new homes.

' O Important Word Meanings i

[On top of- #Mfa =T wIers, Existential- S®Y 7, Threat— 2@ 4l @6, Ecological— #faraisig,
Collapse— 77 4T fa9i{¥, Register— 7fg® T&AT AT &4+ TS, Political radar— AGATOF #AfaweeT a1 SETHAE
(¥%f49, Biosphere— &4W&e, Destabilize— =ifgfe*ier Fa1, Multiple fronts— J2Y4 7% 4 (%F#, Resource—
#15feF 777m, Pumping back— AMCAC™ (wwra 5w 41, Enormous— A7 a7 @i<51%, Quantity— e, Waste—
455, Poison— f2@@& #Mid, Composition— S 4T 51T, Atmosphere— NG, Myriad— 95if'®, Disrupt— 95129
<40, Delicate— 7 4l AT, Ecological balance— #fat@#isi® ®=@1y, Fertilizer— 714, Essential— wAfaEr,
Nutrient— 7f8 oW, Excessive— fofi®, Toxic— @@, Artificially— F@¥eItd, Subsequently— #@®ICo,
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Prospect (negative) | FETE1, DM Without cutting emissions, there is no good prospect of
saving our planet.

Enormous ooy, efrs, famieT Realize the enormous threat of environmental collapse

(imperative) before it is too late.

Delicate (negative- ﬂ{@ﬁfﬁf{, IH, ©Fq Isn't the delicate balance of nature getting destroyed by

interrogative) human greed?

Inadvertently TGS, Gﬁﬁ@mrﬁ While farmers use chemical fertilizers to grow crops,

(complex) they inadvertently poison local water bodies.

Annihilation e, Taegfe, @eamrde Pollution is leading many rare animal species toward

(simple) total annihilation.

Devastating AINGE, B T[0T The recent cyclone was truly devastating, yet the local

(compound) people showed great resilience.

3. Change the following words into parts of speech as indicated in brackets:

1x10=10

a) disrupt (adverb), b) toxic (noun), c) frightening (verb), d) resource (adjective), e) dramatically (noun),
f) cataclysm (adjective), g) fertilizing (verb), h) sap (noun), i) degrade (adjective), j) terrifying (noun)

— | Given Word et Parts of Speech | *met
Disrupt (adverb) g, fafbzsg <4l disruptively Hoaqelrd, 4y wbr
Toxic (noun) I, eErereT, woaa toxicity faarewr, faafasar
Frightening (verb) 9Z, Sifodq frighten T MR, SoES 54T
Resource (adjective) I, T, BT resourceful fave, SEael FAO
Dramatically (noun) AGPASICE, ZITE A drama O, TOIHE
Cataclysm (adjective) TR, SR T cataclysmic oRTILTEl, MR
Fertilizing (verb) TaIar, FoEaPIa fertilize Tda 5, M9 (76T
Sap (noun) & 41, *fe = 54 sap Sfema 991, 979 9%
Degrade (adjective) EECE IR degraded e, G
Terrifying (noun) @W, RIEISREg terror OO, o oy

Give a synonym for each of the following words:

a) consensus, b) impact, ¢) thus, d) adaptation, e) disappear

— | Given Word et Synonym
Consensus TS O[O, AT agreement, concord, unanimity
Impact #erq, #fgefe, sare effect, consequence, influence
Thus o2, Todd, G9[(q Therefore, Hence, Consequently
Adaptation ST, A9 A8 (TS adjustment, acclimatization, accommodation
Disappear S R, TR =ea, fiiere Tiew Vanish, Fade, Evaporate

5. Make sentences of your own with each of the following words and phrases. (Direct copying from
the above text is not allowed and will result in negative scores):
a) run-off, b) morph into, ¢) open-ended experiment, d) set in, ¢) subsequently

1x5=5

— | Given Word e Sentence
Run-off G AT, 21 The chemical run-off from nearby farms
poisoned the river water.
Morph into TSI 7SI, FWCeT ANSAT Over time, the small environmental movement
can morph into a global crusade.
Open-ended TSI PR, et Releasing unchecked industrial pollutants into
experiment nature is a dangerous open-ended experiment.
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Setin wEE QST Il We must take immediate action before the effects
of climate change fully set in.

Subsequently FTOIS, TR The company violated environmental laws and
was subsequently fined by the government.

Give a suitable title for the above passage. Write a summary of it within 100 words. Add your
comments within 50 words. 3+10+7=20
Title : Human Activity and the Danger of Environmental Breakdown [S9 S3{Te @ “ifarast semma S
Summary : Human actions are rapidly leading the planet toward an environmental disaster that is now
more dangerous than nuclear war. By overusing natural resources and dumping large amounts of waste,
people are disrupting the Earth's natural balance. Harmful industrial practices, such as excessive use of
chemical fertilizers, are polluting water, destroying habitats, and wiping out many species. The biggest
and most urgent problem today is human-made climate change. Uncontrolled greenhouse gases will soon
cause severe disasters like sea level rise, bad weather, unusable lands, and millions of displaced people.
Comments : This passage gives a clear warning about how badly humans treat nature. By showing
environmental loss as a bigger threat than war, it strongly reminds us to take quick worldwide actions
before the damage becomes permanent.

[P : Wgad s Fo AREe g9 qF Afaraere fTeree e b ame, a1 a3d AEsefes gad
TS @M A | ARFeT TR Sfee AR GTR epe T8 (FTE I WGy AREAT Ao Sy
T2 FACZ | AP AT Aofae IR Fload WA S A e Fare, Aima AQeTEe @91
AT 99 AP AGI O e e s | IO MO A9 S TPl T Q0T NG 98 Gerary Afaase |
fmege fmasr T MeifRE Tme Swer e, (@6 TREIGH, IEPT 8 B AGAR o 8 @ae
@15 (I TgaCE qEpT© S99 Aol SARE T (T A |

T : 9T RGN SFOT L FO6T LA SGAT AR, T T(F G =8 ACFaS| (77 | Afrasisre
=wfore Jrad GES 99 i o eRE, b S =fe 8 2@ aead e e e@mal omeEer
(STE T (TSI 0 FEAC (7 1]

Write a feature for the op-ed of an English daily, expressing your view that averting human-caused
ecological disasters requires an immediate and absolute commitment to restoring nature’s balance. 20
To

The Editor

The Daily Star

6465, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue

Dhaka-1215.

Subject: Submission of a Feature Article for Publication on the Op-Ed Page.

Dear Sir,

I would like to submit the following feature article titled “Ecological Collapse: The Silent Apocalypse
We Cannot Afford to Ignore™ for your kind consideration and publication on the Op-Ed page of your
esteemed daily. I believe the article will contribute to public awareness and informed discourse on the
growing climate and biodiversity crisis.

I appreciate your kind consideration of this submission and look forward to your positive response.

Sincerely,

Md. Ariful Islam

03, New Paltron, Azimpur
Dhaka—1205.

Ecological Collapse: The Silent Apocalypse We Cannot Afford to Ignore
For much of the twentieth century, humanity's greatest existential fear was nuclear annihilation. Today,
however, a quieter but equally profound threat is unfolding: ecological collapse. Unlike a hypothetical
catastrophe, it is already visible in polluted rivers, disappearing forests, dying coral reefs, biodiversity
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Subject Code: nn

Time : 4 hours Full Marks : 200

Part- A

Read the following passage and answer questions Nos. 1—7 : —

Hides and skins are the raw material of the leather manufacturer or tanner. When man first used animal skins
is not known. Skins, even when preserved by tanning, do not last as long as stone, pottery, metals and bones
and our knowledge about the early use of skins in vague. However, the numerous flint scrappers and bone or
ivory sewing needles in our museums show that tens of thousands of years ago, in the early Stone Age, skins
were prepared and used long before textiles. Nowadays, hides and skins are essential raw materials and
important articles of commerce.

Any animal skin can be made into leather, but the skin chiefly used come from cattle, sheep, goats, pigs and
horses. To a lesser extent the skins from dogs, deer, reptiles, marine animals, fish and birds are also used.
Snakes, lizards, seals, whales and sharks all contribute to the leather manufacture.

“‘Hide" is the trade word for the skins of the larger animals such as full grown cattle and horses; and 'skin' for
the smaller animals and immature larger animals, such as ponies and calves. Some skins are made into leather
after the hair or wool has been removed; but the skins of the fur-bearing animals and sometimes of sheep,
lambs and ponies are processed, or 'dressed’, with the hair or wool still in place.

Most cattle hides come from South America, the U.S.A and from Australia with smaller quantities from East
and West Africa, Central America and the Sudan. Sheepskins come from Australia and New Zealand and the
best goat skins come from India, Pakistan, Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia and Nigeria.

There is usually a long interval between the flaying, or stripping, of the skin from the animals and putting it
into tannery for processing. If the flayed skins were left wet, they would go bad, just like meat; they must
therefore be preserved in some way. The commonest method is salting. This involves sprinkling the skins with
salt on their inner side; or immersing the skins completely in strong salt solution for some hours, after which
they are drained and sprinkled with solid salt.

Another method is drying is to stretch the skins out on the grounds, or on frames and to dry them in the sun, or
even better in the shade. Beetles and other insects eat skins and must be kept away by the use of some
chemical such as D.D.T. The dried skins are called 'crust' leather and are sent in this farm to the tanneries for
the very complicated process of tanning. After tanning, only the middle layer of the skin is left to provide
leather as we know it. It is to the closely knit fiber structure of the middle layer that leather owes its virtues of
flexibility, strength and elasticity, its resistance to rubbing and its unique power of allowing water vapour and
air to pass through it while resisting penetration by liquid water itself.

{0 Important Word Meanings i

Hides and skins— 2% 5/Gl, Raw material— T4, Leather manufacturer— STGIGTS 717 #@o3l4ar, Tanner—
Bifa/orel efEreres e, Preserved— 1<%, Tanning— SiTfe/5rgr T@mree af, Last— 5@ 4T, Pottery—
Wt cofa fafer, Metals— 479, Vague— 572, Flint scrapers— #a9 331, Ivory— 2/f9d W9, Sewing needles—
CTTEEE 75, Textiles— F1°1%, Early Stone Age—ﬁ@ﬁ &%4 o, Prepared— @&9 <41, Long before— ™(a& S92,
Articles of commerce— @& 74y, Chiefly— @499, To a lesser extent— SO Ie@wia <3, Reptiles— ﬂ?ﬂ]"f
(s 1191, BIBF), Lizards— B35, Hide— 9@ 2@ 519!, Trade word— T3 2fF@rar, Full grown— 4%,
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